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Fretboard Announces Craft Beer Sponsorship 
Fretboard is now an Official Craft Beer Sponsor of FC Cincinnati 

Blue Ash, Ohio – Fretboard Brewing Company is proud to announce they are an official 
craft beer sponsor of FC Cincinnati. The Blue Ash brewery will bring their most popular and 
award-winning styles to TQL Stadium. As an official partner, designated retail outlets within the 
stadium will feature Fretboard-only mobile markets with distribution of cans and draft throughout 
the stadium. The brewery will also sponsor several post-match music events held in the First 
Financial Club. 

“FC Cincinnati is proud to partner with Fretboard Brewing and bring their award-winning craft 
beers to TQL Stadium,” said Vince Cicero, Senior Vice President, Partnerships and 
Broadcasting with FC Cincinnati. “With four great beers coming this year, it adds another 
incredible local flair to the FC Cincinnati gameday.” 

“We’re excited to take a big leap into a sponsorship of a major sports organization and know FC 
Cincy is the best fit for our brand,” explains Jim Klosterman, Vice President of Marketing at 
Fretboard Brewing Company. “The growth of MLS in Cincinnati is nothing but electric and we’re 
thrilled to bring fans additional craft options that are high in quality and easy drinking. As we get 
ready in the spring to expand into our additional taproom at Factory 52 in Norwood, we knew it 
was time to take on this opportunity as a way to increase brand awareness. It’s going to be fun!” 

Fretboard will package 4 different varieties of brews to be sold at connoisseur stations 
throughout the stadium. Those beers include: 

• Vlad, Pilsner – Fretboard’s gold standard International Style Pilsner and winner of 2018 
World Beer Cup award along with several US Beer Open Championship medals.

• Reba, Strawberry Blonde Ale – a Fretboard fan favorite that is light, fruity, and 
effervescent.

• Bootsy Brewski, IPA – an India Pale Ale brewed in collaboration with hall of fame funk 
icon Bootsy Collins and winner of 4 medals in the U.S. Beer Open Championship. A 
portion of all proceeds from each can sold benefits the Bootsy Collins foundation.

• Sammy’s Red Ale – brewed in partnership with Sammy’s Burger in Blue Ash and their 
kitchen located in TQL stadium. Nothing beats a Sammy’s craft burger and beer on game 
day.



Stay tuned for additional information and exciting news from both FC Cincinnati and Fretboard 
Brewing Company.  

# # # 

About Fretboard Brewing Company 
Established in 2017, Fretboard Brewing Company has grown to become one of greater Cincinnati’s most 
recognized craft beer brands. The main brewery located in Blue Ash is the central of hub of production 
with 3,500 sq/ft of taproom space, weekly live music and an in-house smoked BBQ kitchen. In 2023, 
Fretboard is set to launch a second location at Factory 52 in Norwood. This new venture will include a 
large rustic taproom, outdoor patio space and a full bar with acoustic style music. The Fretboard 
Brewing and Public House is a partnered location, owned and operated by Looking Glass Hospitality, Inc. 
Located in Hamilton Ohio, the Public House features the best of Fretboard craft brews, upscale 
American pubfood and drinks with a rooftop patio. Fretboard Brewing is an Official Craft Beer Sponsor 
of FC Cincinnati and is a partner and financial contributor to the Bootsy Collins Foundation. 

About FC Cincinnati 
FC Cincinnati is a Major League Soccer team playing at TQL Stadium in Cincinnati, Ohio. Originally 
founded in 2015 by Carl H. Lindner III and current Co-CEO Jeff Berding, FCC began play in the United 
Soccer League (USL) in 2016. FCC entered MLS as the 24th team in 2019. The club’s wide and diverse 
ownership group is led by controlling owner Lindner III; as well as managing owners Meg Whitman and 
Dr. Griff Harsh; Scott Farmer; and George Joseph. 

FC Cincinnati opened the club’s privately funded, 26,000-seat soccer-specific TQL Stadium in the West 
End neighborhood of Cincinnati in 2021, a venue which has won numerous global awards including the 
World Football Summit Best Venue 2022 in Madrid and the 2022 Prix Versailles World Title in the Sports 
Category in Paris, France.  

The club earned its first MLS Cup Playoffs berth in 2022, advancing to the Eastern Conference semifinal 
as the no. 5 seed. The club won the 2018 USL Regular-Season Championship in record-setting fashion 
and earned postseason berths in all three of its USL seasons. In 2017, FC Cincinnati also advanced to the 
semifinals of the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup, a run that included victories over two MLS squads. 








